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There is ample empirical evidence that better socio-economic conditions are statistically 
associated with better health. This is true at the population level as well as at the individual 
level, and is robust to different measures of socio-economic conditions, and to different 
measures of health. This series of 6 lectures aims to provide an introduction to socio-economic 
inequalities in health, and their potential causes. 
 
The lectures start by some empirical evidence on the “health gradient”, both at macro and 
micro level, and then raise some hypothesis about the potential pathways that could explain 
such empirical evidence. A better understanding of the causal relationships at work also 
provides valuable information about the social and economic determinants of health, and 
about the social and economic consequences of health. (lectures 1 and 2) 
 
The next two lectures are devoted to the link between population health and economic 
growth (as well as crises and booms). Long run trends indicate a positive association between 
economic development and population health. Since human welfare is based upon economic 
well-being as well as upon health, how does a global view of economic development affect 
the image of growth? Moreover, economic crises have ambiguous effects on mortality, 
physical and mental health. (lectures 3 and 4) 
 
The last two lectures will briefly review some recent literature about health inequalities and 
the covid19 crisis. A mortality gradient across income groups has been documented in several 
countries, and lectures will focus on Belgium and France. Covid19 induced mortality risk is the 
combination of infection risk, risk to develop a severe case, and risk to die from the severe 
case, some of which are also documented. (lectures 5 and 6) 
 
 
Main references 
Apouey, B., Geoffard PY (2013), Family income and child health in the UK, Journal of Health 
Economics, 2013,32, pp 715-727. 
 

Apouey, B., Geoffard PY (2016), Parent's education and child body weight in France: The 
trajectory of the gradient in the early years Economics and Human Biology, 2016 (20), pp 70-
89. 

mailto:geoffard@psemail.eu
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26656206
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26656206


 
 
 
Bajos N., Warzawski J., et al. (2020), Les inégalités sociales au temps du covid19, IRESP, 
Questions de santé publique 

https://www.iresp.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/IReSP_QSP40.web_.pdf  
 
Becker G, Philipson T, and Soares R. (2005), The Quantity and Quality of Life and the 
Evolution of World Inequality American Economic Review 95(1): 277-291 
 
Brandily P., et al. (2020), A poorly understood disease? The unequal distribution of excess 
mortality due to Covid19 across French municipalities, PSE WP  
 
Case A., Deaton A. (2017), Mortality and Morbidity in the 21st century. Brookings Papers on 
Economic Activity 
 
Case A., Deaton A. (2021), The great divide : education, despair, and health, NBER WP 29241 
 
Chetty R., Stepner M., Abraham S, Lin S., Scuderi B., et al. (2016), The association between 
income and life-expectancy in the United States, 2011-2014, JAMA 315(16): 1750-66 
 
Clarke, Philip, et al. (2021), The comparative mortality of an elite group in the long run of 

history: an observational analysis of politicians from 11 countries, mimeo, Oxford Un. 

 
Cutler DM; Gleaser E. (2021), When innovation goes wrong : technological regress and the 
opioid epidemic NBER WP 27544 
 
Debiasi, E. & Dribe, M. (2020) SES inequalities in cause-specific adult mortality: a study of the 
long-term trends using longitudinal individual data for Sweden (1813-2014) European 
Journal of Epidemiology. 35 (11); pp. 1043-1056 
 
Decoster, A, Minten Th, Spinnewijn J. (2021), The income gradient in mortality during the 
Covid19 crisis : Evidence from Belgium, Journal of Economic Inequality 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10888-021-09505-7  
 
Geoffard, PY, Bajos, N., et al. (2021), Socio-economic inequalities in testing for covid19 in 
France, mimeo 
 
Leive A., Ruhm C. (2020), Has mortality risen disproportionately for the least educated? 
NBER WP 27512 
 
Mackenbach, J, et al. (2016), Changes in mortality inequalities over two decades: register 
based study of European countries BMJ 353:i1732; 1-8 
https://www.bmj.com/content/353/bmj.i1732  
 

https://www.iresp.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/IReSP_QSP40.web_.pdf
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/persons/enrico-debiasi
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/persons/martin-dribe
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/ses-inequalities-in-cause-specific-adult-mortality-a-study-of-the
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/ses-inequalities-in-cause-specific-adult-mortality-a-study-of-the
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/persons/enrico-debiasi
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/persons/enrico-debiasi
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10888-021-09505-7
https://www.bmj.com/content/353/bmj.i1732


 
 
Mackenbach, J, et al. (2018), Trends in health inequalities in 27 European countries, PNAS 
115(25): 6440-45 
 
Ruhm, C. (2016), Health effects of Economic Crises, 25(S2): 6-24 
 
Stuckler D, Basu S, Suhrcke M, Coutts A, McKee M. (2009).The public health effect of 
economic crisis and alternative. policy responses in europe: an empirical analysis. The Lancet 
374(9686): 315–323 


